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OUTCOMES

 Review LAUSD Strategic Plan-School Safety

 Deepen understanding of alternatives to suspension

 Identify, Reflect, and Discuss School Culture-Systems and Routines

 Review strategies to address disruptive behaviors



NORMS OF COLLABORATION

1. PAUSING

2. PARAPHRASING

3. POSING QUESTIONS

4. PUTTING IDEAS ON THE TABLE

5. PROVIDING DATA

6. PAYING ATTENTION TO SELF AND OTHERS

7. PRESUMING POSITIVE INTENTIONS

CENTER FOR ADAPTIVE SCHOOLS



“IT IS EASIER TO BUILD STRONG 
CHILDREN THAN TO REPAIR BROKEN 

MEN.” -FREDERICK DOUGLASS

Inclusion:

What role 
do you play?



3 KEY INITIATIVES

• ENHANCE POSITIVE SCHOOL CLIMATE

• MODEL AND REINFORCE POSITIVE 

BEHAVIOR

• SERVE THE WHOLE CHILD



WHO, WHY, WHEN TO SUSPEND

• WHAT IS THE PURPOSE WHEN ISSUING A SUSPENSION?

• QUICK SCENARIOS 



SUSPENSIONS

• SUSPENSIONS, INCLUDING SUPERVISED SUSPENSION, SHOULD BE UTILIZED FOR 

ADJUSTMENT PURPOSES ONLY WHEN OTHER MEANS OF CORRECTION HAVE FAILED TO 

BRING ABOUT PROPER CONDUCT AND OR SAFETY IS AT RISK.

• PRIOR TO SUSPENDING, THE SCHOOL SHOULD IMPLEMENT A SYSTEM OF POSITIVE 

BEHAVIOR AND STRATEGIC INTERVENTION THAT IS AGE APPROPRIATE AND DESIGNED TO 

PROGRESSIVELY AND EFFECTIVELY ADDRESS AND CORRECT STUDENT BEHAVIOR. 



SUSPENSIONS

• A STUDENT MAY BE SUSPENDED FROM ONE CLASS OR ALL CLASSES AND STILL REMAIN IN 

SCHOOL DURING THE PERIOD OF SUSPENSION IF THE STUDENT IS PLACED IN AN IN-SCHOOL 

SUPERVISED SUSPENSION CLASSROOM. 

• A PARENT’S FAILURE TO ATTEND THE CONFERENCE OR CLASS VISIT SHALL AT NO TIME DENY 

THE STUDENT’S READMISSION TO CLASS AFTER THE SUSPENSION TERM IS SERVED.

• ALTERNATIVES TO SUSPENSION MUST BE USED TO ADDRESS TRUANCY, TARDINESS, OR OTHER 

ATTENDANCE-RELATED ISSUES. 



JURISDICTION 

A STUDENT MAY BE SUSPENDED OR EXPELLED FOR ACTS ENUMERATED IN E.C. 

48900 ET SEQ. THAT ARE RELATED TO SCHOOL ACTIVITY OR SCHOOL 

ATTENDANCE OCCURRING WITHIN A SCHOOL UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF 

THE SUPERINTENDENT OR PRINCIPAL OR OCCURRING WITHIN ANY OTHER 

SCHOOL DISTRICT AT ANY TIME, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO: 

• WHILE ON SCHOOL GROUNDS 

• WHILE GOING TO OR COMING FROM SCHOOL 

• DURING THE LUNCH PERIOD WHETHER ON OR OFF CAMPUS 

• DURING, OR WHILE GOING TO OR COMING FROM, A SCHOOL SPONSORED 

ACTIVITY. 



PRINCIPAL’S DESIGNEE 

• A “PRINCIPAL’S DESIGNEE” IS ANY ONE OR MORE ADMINISTRATORS 

AT THE SCHOOL SITE SPECIFICALLY DESIGNATED BY THE PRINCIPAL, IN 

WRITING, TO ASSIST WITH DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES. 

• THE NAME(S) OF THE PRINCIPAL’S DESIGNEE(S) SHALL BE ON FILE IN 

THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE. 

• A DEAN CANNOT BE A PRINCIPAL’S DESIGNEE. 



SUSPENSION
INFORMAL CONFERENCE 

PRIOR TO ISSUING SUSPENSION, THE PRINCIPAL SHALL CONDUCT AN 

INFORMAL CONFERENCE WITH THE STUDENT. AT THIS CONFERENCE, THE 

PRINCIPAL SHALL: 

 DISCUSS WITH THE STUDENT THE DETAILS SURROUNDING THE CHARGE(S).

 PROVIDE THE STUDENT THE OPPORTUNITY TO RESPOND TO THE CHARGE(S) AND TO PRESENT A 

DEFENSE. 

 INFORM THE STUDENT OF THE GROUNDS UPON WHICH A SUSPENSION IS BASED, IF A SUSPENSION 

IS WARRANTED. 

 A STUDENT MAY NOT BE SUSPENDED IN ABSENTIA. THEREFORE, WHEN A STUDENT HAS BEEN 

ARRESTED OR RELEASED TO A PEACE OFFICER, OR HAS OTHERWISE LEFT THE CAMPUS, THE STUDENT 

CANNOT BE SUSPENDED UNTIL AND UNLESS THE STUDENT RETURNS TO SCHOOL. 



THREE TYPES OF SUSPENSION 

• SUSPENSION FROM SCHOOL BY PRINCIPAL 

• IN-SCHOOL SUSPENSION 

• SUSPENSION FROM CLASS BY TEACHER 



SUSPENSION FROM SCHOOL BY 
PRINCIPAL 

• THE STUDENT MUST BE PRESENT WHEN HE OR SHE IS BEING ISSUED 

THE SUSPENSION 

• THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE SUSPENSION MUST MATCH THE DATE 

ON THE NOTICE OF SUSPENSION LETTER 

• IF THE STUDENT IS ARRESTED, THE PARENT SHOULD BE 

INSTRUCTED TO BRING THE STUDENT BACK TO SCHOOL UPON 

RELEASE, AT WHICH TIME THE STUDENT CAN BE SUSPENDED. 



SUSPENSION FROM SCHOOL BY PRINCIPAL 
LENGTH OF A SUSPENSION

• A SINGLE SUSPENSION MAY NOT BE ISSUED FOR MORE THAN 5 CONSECUTIVE 

SCHOOL DAYS. 

• THE TOTAL NUMBER OF DAYS FOR WHICH A STUDENT, INCLUDING STUDENTS

WITH A 504 PLAN, MAY BE SUSPENDED FROM SCHOOL SHALL NOT EXCEED 20 

SCHOOL DAYS IN ANY SCHOOL YEAR. (EXCEPT SP ED STUDENTS)

• IN THE CASE WHEN THE STUDENT IS TRANSFERRED TO ANOTHER SCHOOL OR 

PROGRAM, THE TOTAL NUMBER SHALL NOT EXCEED 30 SCHOOL DAYS IN ANY

SCHOOL YEAR. 



SUSPENSION FROM SCHOOL BY PRINCIPAL 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

• STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES SHALL NOT BE SUSPENDED FOR 

MORE THAN 10 SCHOOL DAYS IN ANY SCHOOL YEAR. 

• THE SCHOOL SHALL ADHERE TO ALL REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIED 

IN THE STUDENT’S IEP WHEN ISSUING ANY SUSPENSION. 



SUSPENSION FROM SCHOOL BY PRINCIPAL 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

• AN IEP MEETING MUST BE HELD ON THE FOLLOWING OCCASIONS: 

• WHEN A STUDENT IS SUSPENDED A 2ND TIME, 

• AT 5 CUMULATIVE DAYS OF SUSPENSION, 

• AT 8 CUMULATIVE DAYS OF SUSPENSION, 

• AT 10 CUMULATIVE DAYS OF SUSPENSION. 



SUSPENSION FROM SCHOOL BY PRINCIPAL 
UNLAWFUL SUSPENSIONS 

• STUDENTS ENROLLED IN KINDERGARTEN AND GRADES 1 TO 3 SHALL NOT BE SUSPENDED OR EXPELLED DUE TO SEXUAL 

HARASSMENT (E.C. 48900.2), ACT OF HATE VIOLENCE (E.C. 48900.3), OR THREATS AND INTIMIDATION AGAINST DISTRICT 

PERSONNEL OR PUPILS (E.C. 48900.4). 

• STUDENTS MAY NOT BE SUSPENDED FROM SCHOOL FOR ANY REASONS, FOR MORE THAN 5 CONSECUTIVE SCHOOL DAYS. 

• “INFORMAL SUSPENSION” IS PROHIBITED. (E.G., PARENT TOLD TO KEEP CHILD AT HOME WITHOUT AN OFFICIAL SUSPENSION 

LETTER). 

• EXTENDED SUSPENSION DUE TO THE PARENT’S FAILURE TO ATTEND A CONFERENCE WITH SCHOOL OFFICIALS IS PROHIBITED. 

• SUSPEND IN ABSENTIA (WHEN A STUDENT IS SUSPENDED IN THE STUDENT’S ABSENCE) IS A VIOLATION OF THE STUDENT’S DUE 

PROCESS RIGHTS. 

IF THE STUDENT GOES HOME AT THE SCHOOL’S DISCRETION, IT IS CONSIDERED A SUSPENSION AND MUST BE DOCUMENTED PER 

DISTRICT POLICY.



Local District Central 

Instructional Days Lost to Instruction   2018

Category 1 Category 2 Category 3

Student Offenses with

No Principal Discretion 

(except as otherwise precluded by law)

Student Offenses with

Limited Principal Discretion

Student Offenses with

Broad Principal Discretion

48 43 211



SUSPENSIONS: CATEGORY III

STUDENT OFFENSES 

WITH BROAD PRINCIPAL DISCRETION

211 DAYS 
OR

119 EVENTS 

1. CAUSED PHYSICAL INJURY TO ANOTHER PERSON (67 

DAYS)

2. ATTEMPTED TO CAUSE PHYSICAL INJURY (45)

3. WILLFUL USE OF FORCE/VIOLENCE, NOT SELF DEFENSE. 

(18)

4. CAUSED OR ATTEMPTED TO CAUSE DAMAGE TO 

SCHOOL OR PRIVATE PROPERTY.  (5)

5. SEXUAL HARASSMENT (8)

6. THREATENED TO CAUSE PHYSICAL INJURY TO ANOTHER 

PERSON. (UNLESS, IN THE CASE OF “CAUSED,” THE 

INJURY IS SERIOUS. (48)

7. DISRUPT SCHOOL-WIDE ACTIVITIES (8)

8. COMMITTED AN OBSCENE ACT OR ENGAGED IN 

HABITUAL PROFANITY OR VULGARITY.  (7) 

9. FIRST OFFENSE OF POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA OF 

NOT MORE THAN ONE OUNCE, (3)



CATEGORIES LL AND LLL SUSPENSIONS

EVIDENCE OF ONE OR BOTH OF THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL FINDINGS:

1) OTHER MEANS OF CORRECTION ARE NOT FEASIBLE OR HAVE REPEATEDLY FAILED 

TO BRING ABOUT PROPER CONDUCT, 

2) DUE TO THE NATURE OF THE ACT, THE STUDENT’S PRESENCE CAUSES A 

CONTINUING DANGER TO THE PHYSICAL SAFETY OF THE PUPIL OR OTHERS.

How do school administrators record interventions on MiSiS?



CATEGORY III SUSPENSIONS 

Suspension Reason 2017 2018

Caused physical injury to another person 208 67

Attempted to cause physical injury 137 45

Willful use of force/Violence, not self defense. 85 18

Threatened to cause physical injury to another person. (Unless, in the case 

of “caused,” the injury is serious. 
48 12

First offense of possession of marijuana of not more than one ounce 18 3

Caused or attempted to cause damage to school or private property. 78 5

Committed an obscene act or engaged in habitual profanity or vulgarity. 44 7





POSITIVE 
BEHAVIOR 
SUPPORTS



Alternative
s to 

Suspension



SCENARIO 1



What  suggested interventions address 
the behaviors in Scenario 1?….



TIER II INTERVENTIONS

• THE 5 W’S OF BEHAVIOR 

CONTRACTING

•REFLECTIVE JOURNALING

•PEER MEDIATION

•CONFLICT RESOLUTION



REFLECTION AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION



THE ESCALATION CYCLE



WHAT DOES YOUR SCHOOL DATA REFLECT ON MYDATA?

• SUSPENSION DATA

• DISCIPLINE REFERRALS

• REASONS

• MISSING INFORMATION



My Data: Suspension  

Reasons



MY DATA: REFERRAL REASONS



MY DATA: MISSING INFO



THANK YOU!

EVALUATIONS


